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Dear Friends of God’s Kingdom,

The following three paragraphs appeared in a recent leƩ er I wrote to the membership of First Presbyterian Church of 
Sarasota.  Please read them again prayerfully.

Commitment Sunday is October 30, 2011.  The sermon Ɵ tle will be “A Seed DistribuƟ on Center.”  Generous fi nancial giŌ s 
to Christ’s ministry at First Presbyterian Church of Sarasota provide seeds that are abundantly scaƩ ered and mulƟ plied by 
God’s love for recipients as well as for the givers.

The Pastor NominaƟ ng CommiƩ ee will be elected on October 9, 2011.  This elecƟ on signals the offi  cial beginning of a 
search for God’s servant who will be called as the Pastor and Head of Staff  of this vital ministry.  As your Interim Pastor I 
anƟ cipate puƫ  ng to rest the quesƟ on,  “Can we really aff ord to do this?”  The replacement quesƟ on that will arise from 
the ashes will be, “How can we be faithful in the distribuƟ on of  God’s fi nancial abundance given by the membership?”

In mid-October a leƩ er with an enclosed pledge card will arrive in your home from the Stewardship CommiƩ ee.   Seize the 
opportunity.  Rip open the leƩ er.  Join the Great Parade of witnesses from the past as you dedicate your resources and your 
life to Christ’s ministry of love in the Sarasota community.

Imagine a new future for God’s glory.

In Christ’s Love,

To put this church on solid fooƟ ng fi nancially, a substanƟ al percentage increase will be necessary from 
each member.  FORWARD IN FAITH... CHANGING LIVES AND SPREADING HOPE is this year’s theme. 
A theme is just words without fi nancial undergirding.

The top three moƟ vaƟ ons for giving by church members across the country are as follows:

 A deep felt graƟ tude to God.

 A convicƟ on that fi nancial giving is an integral part of a spiritual relaƟ onship with God. 

 A belief that service to God through Christ’s Church is a privilege.   

In my brief tenure as your Interim Head of Staff , I am convinced you can celebrate these three 
moƟ vaƟ ons for giving with shouts of praise and maybe even ending with a grand Hallelujah.
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Love Notes
Dear Edith Phillips,
 

     Please accept this leƩ er as a 
small token of my great appreciaƟ on for the tremen-
dous work you do for the families at Family Promise 
Sarasota. Your contribuƟ on of Ɵ me, energy, heart, 
organizaƟ on and hospitality to our families in crisis, 
is appreciated and valued greatly. I realize the Co-
ordinator posiƟ on is not an easy job, but you have 
taken it on with grace and dedicaƟ on. What a won-
derful representaƟ ve you are for your congregaƟ on 
at First Presbyterian.
     In working with you over these last few months, I 
have noƟ ced the sincere heart you have for the fami-
lies who need the assistance of Family Promise. Your 
aƩ enƟ on to detail, and making the guest families as 
comfortable as possible are noƟ ced. Not only do you 
help coordinate and organize your team of volun-
teers for each host week, but you take things a step 
further. AssisƟ ng families as they graduate and move 
into their new homes, I’ve seen the eff orts you and 
Linda Buckley have made to help them in their tran-
siƟ on. Your willingness to do “extra” when needed 
does not go unnoƟ ced, as recognized when our Day 
Center needed cleaning up before our Open Houses 
and you showed up to help. I also appreciate the way 
in which you look to the Lord to guide you in your 
work.
     Thank you for being such a vital and important part 
of the Family Promise Sarasota team. I enjoy working 
with you, and am so glad this program has made our 
paths cross. It makes me smile to think of just HOW 
MANY families you have made such a diff erence to, 
and for the many more to come.

With appreciaƟ on and blessing,
Wendy FiƩ on

Network Manager
Family Promise of Sarasota, Inc.

Dear Church Family,
     I want to express my graƟ tude to the members for  
remembering my husband, Doctor James Thornwill, 
on his birthday in August.  He turned 102 this year 
and each greeƟ ng he received brought us joy.

Sincerely,
Mercedes Thornhill

Preschool News
by Clare Carter, Director

     Preschool classes are in full swing. There have been 
many acƟ viƟ es designed to help the children build rela-
Ɵ onships with others and interact in groups. Our biggest 
and most exciƟ ng group acƟ vity is our monthly assembly 
with Pastor Clay. Did you know that creaƟ ve movement 
helps children develop criƟ cal thinking and problem solv-
ing skills? Pastor Clay taught us some songs with very 
complicated steps and hand movements. It’s so much fun 
to see the enƟ re school interact with our clergy in such a 
fun and special way. Thank you for sharing your Ɵ me with 
our preschoolers Pastor Clay!
     We will be hosƟ ng a clothing, toy and diapers drive to 
benefi t Mothers Helping Mothers.  It will be held the week 
of October 17- 21.  If you have anything to donate, please 
bring the items to the preschool offi  ce during that week.  
Mothers Helping Mothers is a 100% volunteer organiza-
Ɵ on that helps mothers and children in need.  Families in 
need receive the donated items for free.  

FYI: The American Academy of Pediatrics now offi  cially rec-
ommends that children should be in a rear-facing car seat 
unƟ l two years of age, or unƟ l they outgrow the weight 
and height limit of the seat. Some parents may quesƟ on 
why. It is because babies and toddlers’ heads are large and 
heavy in proporƟ on to their necks and bodies. Rear-facing 
car seats are designed to support head and neck in a colli-
sion. Please see the following website for more important 
informaƟ on, hƩ p://www.nhtsa.gov/Safety/CPS.

     We would like to extend a warm thank you to the 
children and leaders of Summer of Service for the addiƟ on 
of a creaƟ vely inspired bookcase to house a wonderful col-
lecƟ on of children’s books for Family Promise guests.   This 
was an opportunity to introduce the children to the many 
missions of our church and truly a labor of love.
                                              Edith Phillips and Linda Buckley
                                             Family Promise Co-Coordinators

     I would like to thank everyone for the cards, prayers, 
e-mails, fl owers, and all the warm expressions of sympa-
thy for our family during this Ɵ me following my mother’s 
death. It is so wonderful to be surrounded by such love 
and caring. 

Mary Brown Scheper
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Presbyterian Women 
Thank Offering
 by Pat Feeney    
 

     Women’s groups in the Presbyterian Church have a 
powerful history.  The Thank Off ering has long been a tra-
diƟ on of the Presbyterian Women.  It has provided and 
conƟ nues to provide much-needed fi nancial assistance to 
numerous worthwhile programs not included in ongoing 
General Assembly mission support.  Each year, domesƟ c 
and internaƟ onal projects are carefully and prayerfully se-
lected by the CreaƟ ve Ministries Off ering CommiƩ ee to 
help meet a crucial need.  Forty percent (40%) of this of-
fering is used to support hospitals and community health 
programs that place priority in helping the most needy 
members of God’s community.  The remaining sixty per-
cent (60%) is used for new creaƟ ve ideas for mission.
     Twenty six projects were chosen to be recipients from 
the 2010 Thank Off ering.   The aid given to these projects 
relates directly to the people being served.  A grant to the 
Synod of Living Waters will purchase adapƟ ve equipment 
for individuals aƩ ending the Brain Injury Adventure Camp 

in Robards, Kentucky. Ekwendeni Hospital is one of the 
three hospitals in the Synod of Livingstonia (Malawi). Its 
mission is to provide prevenƟ ve, curaƟ ve and holisƟ c care 
with Christ-like compassion to the 200,000 people in its 
catchment area.  This grant will allow construcƟ on of wa-
ter tanks to provide the hospital staff  and paƟ ents with 
clean water, lessening the spread of disease and infecƟ on.  
Twenty four more projects and missions will be able to 
move forward because of these grants.
     The Thank Off ering is a way for women to express graƟ -
tude for the special blessings in their lives.  Thank Off ering 
envelopes will be in your bulleƟ ns on October 16.  Presby-
terian women are grateful for your conƟ nued generosity.
“...for God saƟ sfi es the thirsty, and fi lls the hungry with 
good things.”  Psalm 107:9

Dollars & Cents
            June - July - Aug. Revenues & Expenses

June July August Average Mon. Exp.
Operating Revenues $83,688.00 $78,021.00 $56,655.00
Operating Expenses $92,447.00 $85,346.00 $118,803.00 $88,625.00

Your support of First Presbyterian's many ministries is appreciated!
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The Health   
and Wholeness 
Ministry   

by Cheryl Track, Parish Nurse

     Did you know that the Health and Wholeness Minis-
try was started 4 ½ years ago at First Presbyterian by two 
nurses who had the same vision for the church?  Their vi-
sion was and is to provide the church and community with 
educaƟ on that focuses on health promoƟ on and wellness 
as well as spiritual care and support in Ɵ me of illness and 
grief.
     Did you know that your church has two Parish Nurses 
and a Health Ministry Team?  The Parish Nurses are profes-
sional Registered Nurses who serve as volunteers for the 
faith community to promote health and wholeness of the 
congregaƟ on.  They seek to be a strong infl uence with the 
congregaƟ on in all areas of church life including worship, 
educaƟ on, support networks and recreaƟ on. The Health 
Ministry Team supports the Parish Nurses and meets 
quarterly.  We would love to have you on our team! 
     We do a lot of referring!  Over the past 4 ½ years there 
have been referrals to assisted living faciliƟ es, hospice 
care, home care, new physicians as well as referrals to the 
Caregiver Resource Center, SMH Memory Clinic, Women’s 
Resource Center, Senior Friendship Center for medical/
dental needs, educaƟ on, and balance/exercise programs, 
and the Veterans AdministraƟ on.  We are lucky to have 
so many resources in Sarasota with many of them being 
free.
     Did you know we accompany parishioners to doctor’s 
appointments to be a second ear, and they visit people at 
home, in the hospital and other care faciliƟ es?  When you 
or a loved one is ill or having surgery, we are there to sup-
port you along the way if you need us.
     We write monthly health related arƟ cles for Cross Con-
nec  ons and have a Health and Wholeness bulleƟ n board 
located outside the church offi  ce that is changed month-
ly.  Here you can fi nd out about programs going on in the 
community and fi nd some resource informaƟ on.  Inside of 
the church offi  ce you will fi nd copies of the programs to 
take with you.
     You should call us when you have a health quesƟ on, 
need, or just would like someone to listen.  You can also 
call us to check in on someone you are concerned about. 
Cheryl Track can be reached at 941-320-3828.
    October 2nd, I will be providing blood pressure screen-
ings during the Mission Fair.  We are usually in the Par-
ish Nurse offi  ce, but on that day I will be in the library.  
Please stop by our resource table in the courtyard to 
learn more, pick up some freebies, and enter our draw-
ing for a chance to win a Publix $25 giŌ  card! 

Swattin’ Won’t Stop 
the Buzzin’ 
by Ellen Forbes, RN, Parish Nurse, Disaster Planning Team

     Local health offi  cials remind residents that mosquito 
acƟ vity is likely to increase in Sarasota County as the typi-
cal summer rain paƩ ern conƟ nues.  Everyone is urged to 
take precauƟ ons to reduce their exposure to areas where 
mosquitoes breed and to prevent mosquito bites.  These 
5 D PrecauƟ ons help prevent mosquito-borne infecƟ ons 
such as West Nile Virus, Eastern Equine EncephaliƟ s, den-
gue fever, and malaria:

Dusk and Dawn – Avoid being outdoors when mosqui-
toes are seeking blood. For many species, this is during 
the dusk and dawn hours although mosquitoes can bite at 
other Ɵ mes during the day.  When possible, stay in facili-
Ɵ es with screened windows and doors and air-condiƟ on-
ing to reduce risk of bites.
Dress –  When outdoors and mosquitoes are present, 
wear clothing such as shoes, socks, long pants, and a long-
sleeved shirt to cover most of your skin.  Infants should 
be kept indoors or mosquito neƫ  ng should be used over 
carriers when mosquitoes are present.
DEET –  When the potenƟ al exists for exposure to mosqui-
toes, use repellents containing DEET (N,N-diethyl-meta-
toluamide, or N,N-diethyl-3-methylbenzamide) according 
to manufacturer’s direcƟ ons.  Picardin, oil of lemon euca-
lyptus, and IR3535 are other repellent opƟ ons.
Drainage – Check around your home to rid the area of 
standing water, including containers that hold water where 
mosquitoes can lay their eggs.  Flush bromeliad plants 
with fresh water or use a larvicide (e.g. BTI granules) in the 
“tank” of the bromeliads to limit mosquito development.
     

     For informaƟ on on how to reduce mosquito-breeding 
sites around your home or to report a mosquito problem, 
contact the Sarasota County Call Center at 941-861-5000 
or visit the Sarasota County Health Department’s (SCHD) 
Website, www.sarasotahealth.org.

     October is Fair Trade month, and the fair 
trade kiosk will be reopening on World Com-
munion Sunday, October 2.  Come to Fel-
lowship Hall for samples of chocolate, bread 
dipped in olive oil & za’atar, and Love Buzz,  
the featured coff ee.
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For What or Whom, 
Do You Labor?
by Edith Phillips, Family Promise, Co-Coordinator

     Having Labor Day fall into the week of our Family Prom-
ise HosƟ ng week, the signifi cance of the end of summer 
holiday begged to be explored.  Passed by the U. S. Con-
gress in 1894, Labor Day is a federal holiday celebraƟ ng 
the economic and social contribuƟ ons of workers.  Now 
even more in these diffi  cult economic Ɵ mes, people tend 
to view work and honest labor as not only a necessity, but 
a privilege.  
     For what, or for whom do you labor?  Yourself, your 
family, your civic responsibility?  At what point does this 
include laboring for the Lord?  Paul admonished the 
church at Corinth: “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in 
vain” (I Corinth. 15:58).  First Presbyterian has taken on 
the mission to be a temporary shelter for certain home-
less families who are struggling to get back to a posiƟ on of 
self-suffi  ciency, and that labor of Christ-like love requires 
many hours of volunteerism to support this ministry.    A 
log requires that we track those volunteer hours, and 
at the end of the week, our church put in well over 300 
hours.  
     As Family Promise Coordinators, Linda Buckley and I  
would like to thank all those many people who donated 
their Ɵ me and labor to making our hosƟ ng week a suc-
cess.  George Chorba who recruits overnight hosts; Dana 
Gaddis and her team for unloading the trailer and seƫ  ng 
up cots; Jim Cook’s team for taking down, loading, and de-
livering to the next church; Diane Johnston as kitchen co-
ordinator; Wendy Miller who stocks the fridge and pantry; 
Rich Dulaney who drops off  and picks up the mountain 
of laundry; and Rachel MarƟ n as our check-in point are 
indispensable for the massive eff ort involved.  The labors 
of close to 50 others are greatly appreciated: Kris Abitz, 
George Buermann, Virginia Caracena, Jill Cardinal (and 6 
years old Dylan), ScoƩ  and Clare Carter, Karen Eastmoore, 
Pat Feeney, Jill Fegan, Bob Forbes, Rolando Garrci, Vic-
toria Guenther, Jennifer Hall, Bruce and Pat Higgins, Da-
vid Johnston,  Jo Keep, Jean MarƟ n, ScoƩ  McLeod, John 
McLeod, Ron and Jinny Miller, Tom and Janet Olshewsky, 
Sue Pantling, Naomi Pearson, Neal and Diane Price, James 
Taylor, Karen Turner, Larry and Marcia Schaper,  Jay Swick, 
Sheldon and Vicki Wacksman, Anne Whiteside, Barbara 
and Roger Woods and the Spanish CongregaƟ on. 
     However, we need more who would be willing to as-
sume sub-coordinator posiƟ ons.   If God is calling you to 
become involved in even the smallest way, your labor in 
the Lord’s work will not be in vain.

Congregational 
Meeting 
There will be a congregaƟ onal meeƟ ng Sunday, October 
9, at noon for the purpose of elecƟ ng the Pastoral Nomi-
naƟ ng CommiƩ ee.  Please plan to stay for this brief but 
important meeƟ ng.  

To the Faith Family of First Presbyterian Church of Sara-
sota:

     We have all been blessed by the experience of serv-
ing on the CongregaƟ onal NominaƟ ng CommiƩ ee during 
this transiƟ on year.  We are very cognizant of the serious 
responsibility of nominaƟ ng those who will be charged 
with fi nding our new Pastor (Head of Staff ), for these are 
the people who, through the choice they make, will help 
shape the future of First Presbyterian Church.
     We are very much aware that we are servants of this 
family of faith, and the best interests of our enƟ re congre-
gaƟ on were foremost in our minds at all Ɵ mes.  We were 
united in our purpose to present to you a representaƟ ve 
and diverse slate. 
     AŌ er many hours of research, discussion and prayer-
ful consideraƟ on, we have found the nine people who we 
believe God has called to this work.  All nominees have 
agreed to serve if elected.  We are honored to present to 
you the Pastoral NominaƟ ng CommiƩ ee slate.

Peace and Grace,

The CongregaƟ onal NominaƟ ng CommiƩ ee
AnneƩ e Sherman, Elder, Moderator
Kathy Herron, Deacon RepresentaƟ ve
Nance Guth, Recording Secretary
Jill Cardinal
Margaret Cass
Jim Dean
Dana Gaddis
Ann McFadyen
Barby McKown
Kent Miller
Marcia Schaper

Candidates for the Pastoral NominaƟ ng CommiƩ ee

     Ellen Forbes was born in BalƟ more, Maryland where 
she grew up in an acƟ ve United Methodist Church.  Dur-
ing her college years, she met her husband Bob on a blind 
date. They were married in 1969, relocated to Sarasota 
in 1973, and joined FPC in 1978.  Their two daughters, 

(conƟ nued on page 6)
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Jennifer and Melissa, were nurtured at FPC with the sup-
port of commiƩ ed youth and laity leaders.  Jennifer, now 
in Louisville, KY, has two children, and Melissa, in Raleigh, 
NC, has two children.
     Ellen is an RN with a cerƟ fi caƟ on in nephrology, and 
most of her career has been spent in hemodialysis spe-
cifi cally. She reƟ red from Sarasota Memorial Hospital in 
2006 and is currently employed part-Ɵ me in an outpaƟ ent 
dialysis center as the evening charge nurse.  
     Ellen began her service to the faith community of FPC as 
a youth leader, and then she moved into adult educaƟ on.  
She has served two terms as Elder, fi rst as moderator of 
the Adult EducaƟ on CommiƩ ee, then as moderator of  the 
Spiritual FormaƟ on CommiƩ ee.  Ellen has led workshops 
within the local church and presbytery in Dance in Wor-
ship, Using the Labyrinth as a Prayer PracƟ ce, Medita-
Ɵ ve Prayer, and PromoƟ ng the Development of Spiritual 
FormaƟ on Within the CongregaƟ on.  She has led retreats 
on Sabbath Rest, Embodied Holiness, Prayer PracƟ ces, 
and intergeneraƟ onal and youth retreats.  She has taught 
and led numerous adult classes including Companions in 
Christ and Kerygma, each a 33-week curriculum requiring 
commitment and response.  
     In 2002 Ellen enrolled in the cerƟ fi cate in spiritual for-
maƟ on program at Columbia Theological Seminary (CTS) 
in Decatur, GA.  During the following seven years, she 
studied with the CTS faculty as well as many noted theo-
logians.  She completed her spiritual formaƟ on pracƟ cum 
at FPC.  The fi nal requirement of the program took her on 
a pilgrimage to Israel and the West Bank. She earned her 
cerƟ fi cate in 2009.
     Ellen conƟ nues to serve as one of the parish nurses 
of FPC, the labyrinth facilitator, a frequent contributor in 
adult educaƟ on, and as a member of the Spiritual Forma-
Ɵ on CommiƩ ee.

     Jean Fulton has been married to Bill for twenty years. 
She was born and raised in the South Hills area of PiƩ s-
burgh and conƟ nued living there unƟ l she and Bill moved 
to Sarasota in 1995. She worked for Bell of Pennsylvania 
and AT&T InformaƟ on Systems for 17 years, reƟ ring as a 
markeƟ ng manager.  AŌ er her reƟ rement, Jean opened 
RLB Saddlery, which grew into one of the premier saddle 
shops in Southwest Pennsylvania. 
     Jean has aƩ ended FPC since 1995, has been a member 
for six years, and has a deep love for and commitment 
to our church.  She is currently serving as an Elder in the 
class of 2012 and is co-moderator of the Missions Com-
miƩ ee.  She was responsible for introducing the “mission 
tours,” which allowed interested members to tour the 

faciliƟ es of our mission partners and learn more about 
their work.  Jean is also a member of the Worship Com-
miƩ ee and has been both a greeter and an usher. She is 
an ardent supporter of the FPC music ministry and has 
assisted with fundraising for the First Brass concerts and 
other special music events.  She is currently working with 
the Worship CommiƩ ee organizing the choir and brass 
Christmas concert in December, and developing plans for 
another concert in the spring of 2012.  
     Jean also works at ResurrecƟ on House as a volunteer; 
she serves as their fundraising chairman and is a mem-
ber of the board of directors. FPC is one of the founding 
churches of ResurrecƟ on House.  Her hobbies include 
reading and swimming. 

     Victor Garraus has been married to Nikki for 18 
years, and they have two children:  AusƟ n, 17, who at-
tends Pine View High School and works at the Rickloff ’s 
Ice Cream Store, and Madison, 15, who aƩ ends River-
view High School.  Victor was born and raised in Sarasota 
and is a graduate of Riverview High School.  He received 
his degree in culinary arts with honors in 1988 from 
Johnson and Wales University in Charleston, SC. He was a 
chef at Chez Med on Siesta Key, Fairways at Forest Lakes, 
and the Sarasota Memorial Hospital Cafeteria. Good cook-
ing runs in his family, as his parents once owned a restau-
rant and his brother owns J.R.’s Old Packing House Café.  
Currently, Victor is a commercial insurance agent with Gif-
ford-Heiden Insurance in Venice.  He enjoys spending Ɵ me 
with his family and friends, boaƟ ng, cooking, and travel.
     Victor and Nikki were married at Siesta Key Chapel, 
right next door to their home. A few years later, they at-
tended First Presbyterian on Easter Sunday. They enjoyed 
the worship service, saw how awesome FPC’s children’s 
program was, and they joined!  Victor has taught Sunday 
school to middle school and high school students for the 
past 14 years.  He has been on four youth mission trips to 
Cedarkirk, two to Thornwell Orphanage and one to Im-
mokalee. 
     Victor frequently shares his cooking skills to prepare 
delicious meals for FPC acƟ viƟ es such as youth ministry 
funcƟ ons, VacaƟ on Bible School and our Hispanic congre-
gaƟ on. He regularly helps run the soundboard for New 
Song worship service.  He values the opportunity of rais-
ing his children in the FPC faith family and seeing them 
nurtured by our youth ministry programs.  Victor’s most 
meaningful experience has been working with FPC youth 
and watching our awesome young people grow into out-
standing adults.

(conƟ nued from page 5)

(conƟ nued on page 7)
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     Emilie Kimbrough has been married to Bob for 54 years. 
They have two adult sons, Jim and Rob, who live at the 
Duvall Home. Emilie was born in Miami, and Bob was born 
and grew up in Sarasota. Emilie graduated from FSU with 
a BS degree in elementary and early childhood educaƟ on. 
The couple married as Bob entered law school at the Uni-
versity of Florida, and Emilie taught third grade and public 
kindergarten in Gainesville while Bob was in law school.  
Emilie moved to Sarasota in 1960 when he graduated and 
then joined FPC. She worked with our elementary and 
preschool age children for many years.  She served on the 
Board of Deacons for fi ve years and on Session for three 
diff erent terms.  As an Elder, she was moderator of the 
Personnel, Property, and Parish CommiƩ ees.  She also 
served on the Building CommiƩ ee for the present educa-
Ɵ on building and worked with church school educaƟ on.
     Recently, Emilie has been involved with Peace River 
Presbytery on an AdministraƟ ve Commission and also 
with the Permanent Judicial Commission, so her contribu-
Ɵ on at First Presbyterian is currently limited to singing in 
the choir for the early worship service.
     Among Emilie’s most noteworthy accomplishments are 
serving as moderator of Peace River Presbytery and as 
chair of council, as well as spending 6 years on the Com-
miƩ ee On Ministry.  She was also on the Presbytery’s Mis-
sion and JusƟ ce CommiƩ ee and served one year as chair 
of that commiƩ ee.  Emily is president of the Duvall Par-
ents, Guardians and Friends AssociaƟ on, which is a sup-
port group for the facility where her sons live. Just last No-
vember, she reƟ red from the horse world aŌ er 35 years of 
riding and compeƟ ng in the discipline of dressage.

     Adam W. MarƟ n was born and raised in New Jersey 
and graduated from Fairleigh Dickinson University with a 
degree in industrial management and engineering in 1963.  
Prior to graduaƟ on, he married his wife Patricia.  They have 
two daughters:  Laurie, who lives outside of Milwaukee, 
WI and ChrisƟ ne, who lives in Indianapolis, IN.  The Mar-
Ɵ ns have fi ve grandchildren, 3 boys and 2 girls.
     Adam began his career as an industrial engineering 
trainee at United States Steel in PiƩ sburgh, PA and was 
promoted to industrial engineer prior to leaving in 1966.  
He then joined Quaker Oats as an industrial engineer and 
performed a number of management posiƟ ons before be-
coming assistant plant manager.  In 1979, he joined the 
Miller Brewing Company as department manager and re-
Ɵ red in 1996 as plant manager of the Albany, GA Brewery 
with over 1,000 employees.
     Adam and Patricia moved to Sarasota in 1999 and lived 
here part Ɵ me unƟ l 2005, when they sold their place in 
Milwaukee to make this their primary residence.  They 

joined First Presbyterian Church in 2001 and Adam was 
ordained as an Elder in 2007.  He has served at FPC on the 
Personnel, Stewardship and Long-Range Planning Com-
miƩ ees and was moderator of the Finance CommiƩ ee. 
Adam is presently also serving as treasurer of Peace River 
Presbytery.  In addiƟ on, he held the posiƟ ons of vice-pres-
ident and president of his condo associaƟ on for six years.  
His hobbies are golf, cooking and exercising. 

     Marvin Miller and his wife Mary Ellen have three mar-
ried sons and four grandchildren.  The family lived in Gos-
hen, IN, Sarasota, FL, Harrisonburg, VA and fi nally, for 
the last 30 years, again in Sarasota.  Marvin has worked 
in music for nearly his enƟ re life. His 50-year career as a 
choir director began at age 15 and lasted unƟ l his reƟ re-
ment in 2003.  Following college, he worked in educaƟ on,  
conducƟ ng, church music ministry, and as church music 
consultant for a local music store.  He received his BA de-
gree in music educaƟ on from Goshen College, Goshen, IN 
and his Master’s degree in music educaƟ on from James 
Madison University, Harrisonburg, VA.  
     AŌ er teaching high school music for 15 years in Har-
risonburg, he and Mary Ellen moved to Sarasota in 1981, 
where he was involved full Ɵ me with church music, Chris-
Ɵ an educaƟ on and youth ministry for the next nine years.  
From 1991-1994 he and Mary Ellen served as teachers in 
a missionary school just outside Nairobi, Kenya.  AŌ er re-
turning from Kenya, in addiƟ on to his full-Ɵ me employ-
ment at Mathis Music in Sarasota, he served part-Ɵ me as 
music director at First Presbyterian Church of Bradenton, 
and later at Covenant Life Presbyterian Church in Sara-
sota.
     Marvin’s hobbies include woodworking, furniture repair 
and volunteering as handyman wherever needed.  While 
serving on the Board of Deacons, Marvin was instrumen-
tal in defi ning the need for a hospitality ministry at FPC, 
and constructed the present hospitality center booth.
     His special interest, in addiƟ on to interacƟ ng with his 
grandchildren, is serving along with his wife as mission 
team leaders to Kenya, where FPC has partnered with 
Ruku Presbyterian (PCEA) Church to help construct a new 
church building in the Highlands of that beauƟ ful country.  
February 2012 will mark the sixth mission trip they have 
led since 2005.
     Marvin and Mary Ellen joined FPC in December 
2002.  Since then, Marvin has served as tenor secƟ on 
leader in the choir for two years, choir member, Deacon, 
member of the Missions CommiƩ ee, Worship CommiƩ ee 
and First ConNEXTions CommiƩ ee.  For the past two years 
he has also served as music director of our Spanish con-
gregaƟ on.

(conƟ nued from page 6)

(conƟ nued on page 8)
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      Carol Papa has been married to Ken for 29 years, and 
they have two sons, Troy, 24, and Chad, 21.  She holds a 
BS degree in occupaƟ onal therapy from Western Michigan 
University. Carol moved to Sarasota 31 years ago from the 
Kalamazoo, MI area and has been a member of FPC for 21 
years.  She works part Ɵ me as an occupaƟ onal therapist at 
Sarasota Memorial Nursing and Rehab Center.  She enjoys 
reading and traveling.
     In her years at FPC, Carol has served three terms on 
Session, taught Sunday school, helped with VacaƟ on Bible 
School, served on the LOGOS Board and Table Parent Com-
miƩ ee, moderated the Children’s Ministry CommiƩ ee and 
served on a Children’s Ministry CommiƩ ee at the Presby-
tery level.  She has also been a parƟ cipant in the Building 
Fund, served on two capital campaigns and the Acts 16 
CommiƩ ee. She has coordinated the ushers and greeters 
for the New Song service for many years. Carol also co-
moderated the World Service CommiƩ ee, the Long Range 
Planning CommiƩ ee and the Vision Task Force.  She is cur-
rently serving on the Missions CommiƩ ee and Long Range 
Planning CommiƩ ee.
     Carol has been on several mission trips: Kenya, Israel/
PalesƟ ne, and Immokalee.  Highlights from her 21 years 
at FPC include watching her children grow up in a lov-
ing church, going to Family Camp at Cedarkirk, assisƟ ng 
with communion and bapƟ sms as an Elder, and helping 
to start the annual Easter Egg Hunt and Breakfast.  She 
has enjoyed working on creaƟ ve projects such as mission 
fairs, World Communion Sunday and the Thoughƞ ul Giv-
ing booklet.

     Kay Steinman is married to Richard. Their daughter 
Kara is currently aƩ ending USF for her master’s degree, 
and their son Nick aƩ ends the University of Central Florida 
where he is studying engineering.  Richard works as a pro-
fessional development specialist for the Sarasota County 
School Board.  Kay was born and raised in a small town in 
the “thumb area” of Michigan.  She lived in Saginaw, MI 
for a few years and moved to Sarasota in 1984.  She works 
as the director of risk management for the Sarasota Family 
YMCA and has been with the YMCA for 16 + years.  
     Kay graduated from Central Michigan University with a 
degree in secondary educaƟ on. She has served as group 
leader for the Compassionate Friends, an organizaƟ on 
for bereaved parents. She was a member of the founding 
board of directors for the Greater Sarasota Women’s Golf 
AssociaƟ on.  Kay considers her most noteworthy accom-
plishment to be her fantasƟ c children!
     Kay has been a member of this church for 26 years and 
has served on and/or chaired these commiƩ ees:  Mission, 

Children’s EducaƟ on, Youth EducaƟ on, Worship, Finance, 
Endowment, GiŌ s and the 4th Service.  AddiƟ onally, she 
has previously served two terms as an Elder, been a Sun-
day school and VacaƟ on Bible School teacher, parƟ cipated 
as an instructor for the communicant’s class, and led music 
at VacaƟ on Bible School. She served on the organizaƟ onal 
team to help our church create and build the New Song 
worship service and has conƟ nually commiƩ ed Ɵ me and 
eff ort to its ongoing development and growth, including 
singing in the New Song Band. Outside of her many church 
acƟ viƟ es, Kay enjoys reading, playing golf, and singing.

     Cordell Van Nostrand is married to Sarah and has two 
children, Lauren, 6 and Keaton, 4.  He and Sarah were both 
born and raised in Sarasota.  Cord has a BS in biology from 
Florida State University and a BS in civil engineering from 
the University of South Florida, and he is currently a pro-
fessional engineer at a structural fi rm in Sarasota.  He en-
joys tennis, road biking, vegetable gardening and outdoor 
acƟ viƟ es.  
     Cord was bapƟ zed and confi rmed at First Presbyterian 
Church and has been a member for 21 years.  He and Sar-
ah were married at FPC, and both of their children were 
bapƟ zed here.  Cord was very acƟ ve as a youth; he par-
Ɵ cipated in countless Cedarkirk weekends, Youth Sunday 
worship services, youth group and trips to Montreat.  
     AŌ er college, Cord served as a LOGOS table leader 
and youth leader.  He is currently an Elder and co-mod-
erator of the Property CommiƩ ee.  He is also a member 
and past chairman of the Peace and JusƟ ce CommiƩ ee 
and is on the Scholarship CommiƩ ee.  He and Sarah are 
in a small group exploring spiritual issues.  He has been a 
co-leader for a class on environmental stewardship, vol-
unteered for VacaƟ on Bible School, and assisted in Wee 
Circle and the nursery.  His Grandmother Doris (Oma) 
Van Nostrand is an acƟ ve member at FPC and a frequent 
usher at the early service.  Cord has thoroughly enjoyed 
being on Session and working with the many faithful, 
energeƟ c Elders and Pastors.  He helped to facilitate 
the new children’s wing, install the new sanctuary roof, 
upgrade restrooms and common areas, enhance the pre-
school faciliƟ es, and support the ministries of FPC.  Cord 
feels blessed to contribute to the growth of the church. 

(conƟ nued from page 7)
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4 Philip & Marianna Schmidt
 Bob & Jane Barr
6 Hugh & CharloƩ e McPheeters
 Michael & Pam Wnorowski
8 Enoch & AnneƩ e Sherman
 Leif & Anna-May Jacobsen
10 Michael & Tammy Taaff e
 John & Sarah Lansky
 Bill & Sheila Walker
13 Mike & Vera FurƟ ck
14 Jay & Barbara CorbeƩ 
16 Jeff rey & Melissa Watrobsky
 Paul & Gracie Collins
17 Kevin & ChrisƟ ne Mathis
18 Bob & Ellen Forbes
 Jim & Pam Harding
19 Bob & Marilyn Barkley
 MarƟ n & Lisa Sabin

21 ConstanƟ ne & KaƟ e Marousis
 Bob & Nancy Rodriguez
23 Allan & Ryan LeBlanc
 Jeff  & Michelle Rencher
24 Dave & Joanna Luebs
25 Hal & Pat Davidson
 Michael Brown & Meg Lowman
26 Daniel & Tracy Gonzalez
27 Todd & Martha Atkins
 Kenneth & Helen Thomas
28 Eric & ChrisƟ na Jordan
29 Larry & Nance Guth
30 Jill & Joe Hougland

1 Cheryl Barnes
 Bill Burggraf
 John Hutchens
 Cullen Sabin
 JusƟ n Wilmot
2 Betsy Anderson
 Anita Brass
 Barry Davis
 Mary Davis
 Maryann Stuart
3 Bill Douglas, Jr.
 Harold DuBois
 Norma Hughes
 Ann McFadyen
 Angela O’Leary
 Barbara Seal
4 Ryan Blitz
 John Fisher
 Mitchell MarƟ n
 Jean McKown
5 Joy Davis
 Diane Kemp
 Meredith Taylor
6 Emily Gaubatz
 Jeremy Johnson
 Bob Kirkpatrick
 Pamela Lamb
 Larry Schaper
 John Yost

7 Cammie Franck
 Debbie Friend
 Susie Vargas
 Eileen Watson
8 Grant MarƟ n
 Becky Mitchell
 Nancy Schlup
9 Susan Dean
 Lowell Galindo
 Edith Phillips
10 Erin Duggan
 Sarah O’Rourke
 Doug Smoot
 Caroline Van Helden
11 Corinne Parsekian
12 Phil Kuebbeler
13 Jeremy Baldwin
 Brianna CasƟ llo
 Stephen Cole
 John Harman
 Kim Rabell
14 Wendy HazleƩ 
 Edgar Vargas
15 Karen Eastmoore
 Phil Kellogg
 Carter Sabuda
16 Kaitlyn Delaney
 Keeley Kennahan
 Jean Raskin

17 Melanie Atkins
 Dana Campbell
 Natalie Marsh
 Whitney Webb
 KaƟ e Williams
18 Jeanine CompareƩ o
 Kent Miller
19 Charles Allen
 Tim Hallinan
 Gena Smoot
 MaƩ  Swick
20 Donald Douglas
 Shanon Weedman
 Al Wildenburg
 Jeff  Wilson
21 Chuck Fowler
 Kaitlin Harding
 Sandi Soper
22 Trent Boring
 Lauren Turner
 Joshua West
 Toby Wiener
23 Leah CoƩ er
 Pat Woody
24 Betsy Douglas
 Laura Kennedy

25 Marla Bell
 Becky Clapp
 James Hawkinson
26 Lynn Silvertooth
 Peggy StruƩ on
 Fiona SuƩ on
 Wills Young
27 Thomas MarƟ n
 Cathie McHugh
 Margaret Noble
28 Kaitlyn Armstrong
 Geena Zinkand
29 Mario CompareƩ o, Jr
 Jenna Davis
 Jim Harding
30 Susan Brothers
 Elsie Fisher
 Cecily Giff ord
 Ben Kalish
31 Catherine Adams
 Allen Atkins
 Lisa Garcia
 Carol Hawkinson
 Edgar Vargas, Jr.
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